sh School in the Lebanon
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TRUSTEES : H. E. The President of the Lebanese Republic
H. E. The British Ambassador

rl he plan to set up a boys’ boarding school in the Lebanon on the lines of a
British public school has now reached a stage where my colleagues on the Board of Gov-
ernors feel that a further report is due to all those who have taken an interest in this
project. They also think that the time has come to launch a final appeal for the funds
still needed before the school can be built.

For some years there has been a keen demand for a school of this kind. The object
will be to give boys an education in the widest sense of the word, that is, not only to give
them a good schooling but also, and above all, to inculcate those qualities of character
which will make them good citizens. The proposal to found such a school was warmly
welcomed by distinguished Lebanese personalities and we believe it will attract boys
from all other Arab States.

The school is intended for boys between the ages of 11 and 18 years. Most of them,
particularly the senior boys, will be boarders and will live in ‘Houses’, each under the
control of a ‘Housemaster’ who will be also a member of the teaching staff. All lessons
will be given in the Main School classrooms but the House system encourages keen and
healthy competition in games and sports generally and in work.

A matter of great importance for the future of the project was to ensure that a
form of examination which could be taken at the school, similar to what is known in
Great Britain as the General Certificate of Education, would be recognised by the com-
petent authorities as equivalent to the Lebanese baccalauréat examination. 'The neces-
sary approval has been given by the Equivalence Committee. The school curriculum
will therefore be related to the requirements of the General Certificate of Education,
subject to proficiency in the Arabic language.

In the interval since our last report the magnificent mountain site which the school
possesses some seven kilometres from the coast at Damour has benefited from the
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construction of the fast auto-route from Beirut to Khaldé and it

now offers, we think, a unique combination of seclusion, natural.

beauty and comparative accessibility.

With this question settled it was thought desirable to make
a fairly detailed estimate of the possible costs, in order to measure
the financial gap still remaining to be filled before building can
start. On the basis of very careful studies which have been carried
out by educational authorities in the United Kingdom it seems
that, for a school of, say, 270 boarders and 90 day boys, we should
think in terms of a total expenditure of something over £400,000
sterling. This would not include all the facilities and- amenities
that we have always intended to provide, such as a swimming
pool, or an open-air theatre. But it would enable the school to
open and additions would no doubt become possible at a later
stage.

Existing contributions have totalled approximately £187,000
sterling. This represents a sum of £120,000 originally offered by
the British Government, all of which has been received; generous
contributions from their Highnesses the Rulers of Kuwait, Bahrain
and Qatar of £30,000, £20,000 and £10,000 respectively; and
certain sums already collected in the Lebanon, and in West
Africa, in advance of this appeal, totalling nearly £7,000. From
these contributions there remains in hand, after the purchase of
the site and payment of architects’ fees so far incurred, a sum,
including bank interest, of approximately £115,000 sterling.

If we take £400,000 sterling as an approximate target and
deduct the total of approximately £187,000 already contributed
we are left with a gap of £213,000. This is a large sum. However,
a further measure of help has been offered by the British Govern-
ment, which would considerably reduce the amount still to be
collected in the Middle East. Contributions from benefactors
other than the British Government now stand at approximately
£67,000. If this sum can be increased as a result of further con-
tributions from sources in the Middle East to a figure matching
the £120,000 already contributed on the British side, the British
Government would be willing to match all other Middle East
contributions received within the current British financial year
until the total British contribution reached £200,000. In other
words, if a further £133,000 can be collected from sources in
the Middle East by March, 1961, a further £80,000 will be forth-
coming from the British Government. We should then have
raised from all sources a total of £400,000.

For this we need the help of all who believe that a school of
this kind should take its place among the educational institu-
tions of the Lebanon and the Middle East region as a whole. The
school project is under the high patronage of His Excellency the

- President of the Lebanese Republic, in his capacity as a Trustee

of the School, and the school will add to the cultural strength
not only of the Lebanon but also of all the Arab countries who
may send boys to study here. This new and urgent appeal is
therefore launched in the confident hope that the sum of £133,000
we need to collect by next March will indeed be forthcoming
and that we may then see the foundation stone of the school
laid in the course of the year 1961.

Dr. Joseph Hitti
Chairman of the Board of Governors
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